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Today’s Scripture Readings – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Old Testament – Esther 7. 1-6, 7. 9-10,  9. 20-22 

Psalm – 124 

New Testament – James 5. 12-20 

Gospel – Mark 9. 38-50 
 

Readings for 3rd October – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Old Testament – Micah 6. 6-8 

Psalm -  100 

New Testament – Galatians 6. 14-18 

Gospel – Matthew 11. 25-30 
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From Rev Kate Heath 

 

Welcome to Parish News!  

My Dear Friends, 

It is still a guess, however, the current best guess is that we will be able 

to resume some worship in person from Sunday 17th October. Parish 

Council will be working to ensure that we continue to comply fully 

with NSW Government health regulations. 

Vaccination and Church Attendance 

Amongst all the discussions of what activities will be allowed to safely 

resume and when, you may have seen some coverage of the question 

of places of worship having to enforce double vaccination status for 

attendees, in line with places of leisure, such as cinemas or cafes. 

Many people of faith are expressing their discomfort at this, with 

diverse leaders of all faiths seeking to provide feedback on this to the 

NSW Government. We very much hope that it is clear how hard faith 

leaders and faith communities have worked to keep others safe, to 

adhere to the highest standards, but that we affirm the principle that 

people should not be excluded from worship. 

My perspective is that we are now aware that wellbeing is 

multifaceted, and that we know so much better how social, emotional 

and spiritual wellbeing contribute to the overall health of an individual. 

It is my belief that that on a continuum from “essential” (like 

supermarkets, or pharmacies) to “non-essential”; to be able to 

participate in worship in person is closer to essential. 
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Perhaps if this is a matter about which you have strong opinions, you 

may like to express that to NSW Government, through your local 

member or through relevant ministers. 

But you do need to be aware, it is currently the intent of the NSW 

Government that only people with proof of their double vaccination 

status (or people with proof of their medical exemption) will be 

allowed to attend in-person worship. If you want to be able to join face-

to-face, now is the time to get things sorted for a smooth return. 

What can you do? 

1. Book your vaccination. The best vaccine for you is the one you 

can get. 

2. If you have a medical reason you cannot receive the 

vaccination, talk to your GP so they can provide you with an 

official exemption. (The Covid-19 Vaccine Medical  

Contraindication Form.) Also, if you cannot wear a mask, ask 

your Doctor to provide you exemption. 

3. If you have received two doses of your vaccine, download or 

print your digital certificate (or ask a tech-savvy family 

member for help in doing so!) 

Bishop Peter’s Visit 

It looks like we will very narrowly miss out on seeing Bishop Peter in 

person. He will be “with” us for our service for Sunday 10th October. 

This will be pre-recorded, and available through our usual channels. 

Please feel welcome to email any questions you want to ask Bishop 

Peter, so that he can make sure they are addressed. 

Animal Blessing 

Next Sunday, 3rd October, we will be keeping the Feast of St Francis. 

Normally we would incorporate a Blessing of Animals in our Service. 

Obviously, we won’t be able to gather this year. But the importance of 

our companion animals has never been greater. If you would like a 
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blessing for your animal, I would be delighted to arrange a meet-up 

with you in a local park. 

 

Parish Prayer Zoom 

I am suggesting a regular Prayer group for the Parish, Tuesday 

afternoons at 4 pm. For the time being this will have to be via Zoom. 

If you are able to join in on Zoom, please email me for an invitation. 

If you have a prayer request, please let me know. The usual guidelines 

apply – respecting confidentiality and ensuring that we have 

permission. If you have a request that you want included in my 

personal prayers, but not shared more widely, please also let me know. 

 

 

 

 


